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Introduction to Xabbalah, Session 2
Rabbi Michael Lotker
The Zohar and the 10 Sefirot
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Gematria for Tzitzit

N Tzadi = 90

|

Y Yud 10

N Tzadi = 90

Y Yud = 10
N Tav = 400

5 knots/tzitzit = 5
S strings/tzitzit= §
13

613 Mitzvot




MORE GEMATRIA ON THE TALLIT

God’s Name = 71¥)?

? Yod = 10
N Hey = 5
15 15
Y Vov = 6
N Hey = 5
11 11
26
Echad = TN
N Aleph = 1
N Chet = 8
T Dalet = 4
| 13 13
39
Number of Windings
First Group = 7 = Number of Days of Creation & Shabbat
Second Group = 8 = Number of Days of Brit Milah
(note: Sum of 1st two groups = 15 = 1st two letters of God’s name)
Third Group = 11 = Number = Last Two Letter of God’s Name
(note: Sum of 1st three groups = 26 = All letters of God’s name)
Fuurth Group = 13 = Number = Value of Echad
39 = Value of “Adonai Echad”

More On the Value of Echad "th

N = 1 = The one Tallit containing the Tzitzit
N = 8 = The eight strings per Tzitzit
T =4 The four corners of the Tallit
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From: Howard Schwartz, Tree of Souls: The Mythology of Judaism, Oxford Unjvers:;lty
Iom. y

Press, 2004, pp. 54-56.
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70. THE SACRED BEDCHAMBER

y King Solomon completed the building of

the Temple in Jerusalem, God
. and Her face shone with perf

ect joy. Then there was toy for

amber of God the King and
through the place of the Holy
union. The loving embrace of
of Israel], but also of the wheole

ther was indescribable. He rnade

r breasts. They lay in a tight em-
€rimage impressed on His body like a seal imprinted upen a page, asit is writ-
ten, Set me as a seal upon Your heart {>. of 5. 8:6).

As long as the Temple stood, the King would
every midnight, seek out his Bride, and enjoy her in

come down from his heavenly abode
Temple was destroyed, the Shekhinah wentinto exile

their sacred bedchamber. But when the
. and Bride and Groom were torn apart.

This explicit myth portrays the interaction of God and His Bride as a highly eroti-
cized coupling, a sacred copulation (zivvig ha-kodesh). This is a primal image of the
sacred marriage (hieros gamos). In Zohar i:120 15 1

also demonstrates the direct correfation betw
Bride and the existence of the Temple in Je
brings about the separation of God and the

exile. All of this comes about because of the sins of Israel. When Israet sins, these sing

give power to the forces of evil, preventing the Shekhinah from uruhing with Her hus-
band, and forcing the divine couple to tum awa

Y from each other. When Israel re-
pents, God and the Shekhinah turn back to each a

ther.

S0 important is the coupling of God and the Shekhingh that in Zohar 3:256a, Rabbi
Shimon bar Yohai, the PIincipal speaker in the Zohar describes it as the deepest of all
mysteties,

According to B. Ta'anit 16a and Son
place where the Temple was built wa
Sources:

een the unity and union of God and His |
rusalem. The destruction of the Temple

Shekhinah and sends the Shekhinah into

§ of Songs Rabbah 1:66, one of the names for the
5 “the bedchamber.”

Zohar 1:120b, 3:74b, 3:236a; Zohar Hadash, Midrash Efkimh, 9?&~92d.

73. THE LAMENT OF THE SHEKHINAH

Since the destruction of the Temple, the Shekhinah descends might after night to the place
of the Temple, enters the Holy of Holies, and sees that Her dwelling-house and Her couch
are ruined and soiled. And She wanders u

p and down, wails and laments, and weeps
bitterly. She looks at the place of the cherubs and lifts up Her voice and says, “My couch,
My couch, My dwelling-place, where My husband would come to Me and lie in My arms,

and all that [ asked of Him, He would give Me. My couch, My couch, do you not remem-
ber how I came to you in joy and contentment, and how those youths, the cherubim,
came forth to meet Me, beating their wings in welcome? How has the Ark of the Cov-
enant which stood here come to be forgotten? From here went forth nourishment for il
the world and light and blessing to all. Now [ seek My husband in every place, but he 1s
not here. My husband, My husband, where have You gone? Do You not remember how
You held Your left arm beneath my head and Your right arm embraced me, ar‘:::l You
vowed that You would never cease loving Me? And now You have forgotten Me.

This myth offers a moving account.of the Shekhinah

the explicit husband-wife imagery of “The Sacred Bedc
the same source, Zohar Hadash.

as a spurned lover. It follows
hamber,” which derives from

Sources-

Zohar Hadash, Midrash Eikhah, 74b. @@





