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Rosh HaShanah

• The Bible simply says:

• Lev. 23: 24. In the seventh month, in the first day of 
the month, shall you have a sabbath, a memorial of 
blowing of horns, a holy gathering.  25. You shall 
do no labor in it; but you shall offer an offering 
made by fire to the Lord.

• Num. 29: 1. And in the seventh month, on the first 
day of the month, you shall have an holy gathering; 
you shall do no labor; it is a day of blowing the horn 
for you.

• It is the Talmud that makes this the beginning of 
the New Year.

Rosh HaShanah

• The year 5780

• Year zero is the creation of the universe

• Rosh Hashanah is the anniversary of the creation 
of humanity.

• RH begins the Yamim Hanoramim, the Days of 
Awe:

• A sober period of introspection in which we seek 
forgiveness from our fellow people and from God. 

Rosh HaShanah Terms

• s[Sin]

[Month before RH]

[May you be well sealed]

[May you be written for a good year]

[HHD prayer book]

[Book of Life]

[Prayers for forgiveness]

[Casting (away of sins)]

[Repentance]

[Days of Awe]

[Day of Judgement]

[Holy Day]
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Rosh HaShanah Texts Rosh HaShanah Texts

Rosh HaShanah Texts RH Texts: Unetaneh Tokef
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Yom Kippur

• Day of Atonement [At-One-Ment ?]

• The Bible on Yom Kippur

• Lev. 23:  27. Also on the tenth day of this seventh 
month there shall be a day of atonement; it shall be 
a holy gathering to you; and you shall afflict your 
souls, and offer an offering made by fire to the 
Lord.

• 28. And you shall do no work in that same day; for 
it is a day of atonement, to make an atonement for 
you before the Lord your God.

• No mention of fasting, etc.

Yom Kippur

[Key Prayer: lit. “All Vows]

[Closing service on YK]

[Sabbath between RH & YK]

[Anniversary of one’s passing]

[Lit. “Remembrance”: Service of remembering]

[Day of Atonement]

Yom Kippur Texts Yom Kippur Texts
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Yom Kippur: Kol Nidre

• Very Interesting – it’s in Aramaic, not Hebrew

• Very Problematic

• Not a prayer at all

• It’s a legal procedure stating that “any vows I make 
from this year to the next are hereby void”

• Technically takes place before the start of Yom 
Kippur.

• The rabbis have been struggling with this for 1200 
years but have been unable to get rid of it 
because the people love it (especially the 
melody).

Yom Kippur: Kol Nidre

• 260 Pages
• 38 Essays
• Published 
by Jewish 
Lights

Kol Nidre: UPB 1922

Kol Nidre
Simply 

Skipped!

Kol Nidre: UPB 1945

Kol Nidre
mentioned 

without 
Aramaic or 

English 
text!
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Kol Nidre: Translations

Literal
Translation

From Gates 
of 

Repentance
1978

Kol Nidre: Translations

From “the New 
Mahzor” 

(Conservative)  
2001

Kol Nidre: Translations

From 
Mishkan
Hanefesh

2015

The High Holy Days: Bottom Lines

• Your actions and deeds count:  you are 
accountable.

• Live as if Someone’s counting.

• You are mortal

• Life is precious because it’s finite

• Rabbi Eliezer said: "Repent one day before your 
death.“ (Talmud)

• Repair your relationships (with God and with 
others) today.


