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Welcome to Our Class!

Our Subject
Our Dates
Our Topics



A Word From Our Sponsor

Rabbi Lotker’s services as our 
Community Rabbi is made possible by:

Joel & Barbara Aaronson &

The Affordable Living Choices Trust

and



For Copies of the Slides
& Recordings of the Sessions

Go To www.lotker.com



About “Fiddler on the Roof”

The Show (1964)
• Musical set in Russia 1905
• Based on the stories of Sholom Aleichem
• Achievements

• 1st Broadway musical to run more than 3000 performances
• Awards

• 9 Tony Awards:  Best:
• Musical, Composer/Lyricist, Actor, Actress, Scenic Design, 

Costume Design, Choreography, Director, Producer, Author
• Special award in 1972 for longest running musical in Broadway 

history (It held the record for 10 years)
• Total Awards for various productions

• 20 won
• Additional 37 nominations

The Movie (1971)
• Awards

• Best Cinematography, Sound & Music [nom. for 5 more]
• Total:  9 Awards and 11 additional nominations



About “Fiddler on the Roof”

• Opening night reviews (Detroit and Cleveland)
• “Everything is ordinary about Fiddler except Zero Mostel
• The songs unmemorable, the sets, costumes, and lighting 

merely “serviceable”
• The direction “workmanlike”
• The choreography “pedestrian”
• “There isn’t a hit or catchy tune in the score” (Peter Bellamy)

• Initial movie reviews: 8 favorable, 6 negative, 2 mixed.
• An early question from potential backers:  “When we run out of 

Hadassah benefits, what other audience would we expect to 
entertain?”

• Some 50 songs written for show.
• At opening Marc Chagall and Sholem Aleichem’s daughter and 

granddaughter were there.
• In June 67, Topol briefly left the London production to join in the 

Six Day war.



About “Fiddler on the Roof”

• Director/Producer Norman Jewison had to break  to UA:
• “What would you think if I told you I’m a goy?
• UA Chairman Krim’s response: “Why would you think we 

asked you to to direct this film?  We don’t want a piece of 
Yiddish kitsch.”

• “Sunrise Sunset" was played at his wedding which included a 
chuppah and a rabbi.

• The cast in Yugoslavia was so happy that they made him an 
honorary Jew and changed his name to Normal Christianson.

• Danny Kaye [a Russian Jew – real name David Daniel Kaminsky] 
was the actor who most wanted to be the movie Tevye.  Jewison
thought he was too red-haired, too light on his feet, too 
professional.”
• Jewison even turned down Frank Sinatra for the role – to the 

astonishment of his agent.
• Isaac Stern played the violin for the film.



About “Fiddler on the Roof”
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Some Resources



Let’s Watch Some Fiddler

• I will be pausing the recording of our class during 
the film.  This will allow me to post our discussions 
on Youtube.

• Please jot your questions in the chat as they occur 
to you.

• After each film clip, we will have a brief discussion 
and I will try to address your questions.

• I hope we will have time for a brief general 
discussion – but we have lots of participants!

• And first, a brief poll.



One More Thing…

I have been invited to give a TEDx talk on Saturday, March 20. The 
program begins at 2PM and I should be on at about 2:30. Here's an 
overview of my talk.
The Hebrew Bible is the foundational document for the spiritual 
paths of about half of the world's population and an inspiration 
for many more. But Hebrew is a wonderfully rich and ambiguous 
language which accounts for the wide variety of interpretation of 
this text.  Rabbi Lotker will lead us through some of the various 
translations of key words and show how these interpretations 
have changed the course of history.
The link to learn about the program for the day and registration is 
https://www.tedxoxnard.com/program-and-reservations.html


